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Castleton Village School’s Athletic Philosophy
Our interscholastic sports program is based upon promoting the respective sport as a positive, enjoyable experience to our students.  To do this, we must emphasize good sportsmanship, ensure the significant participation of all teams and encourage responsibility, dedication, self-discipline, teamwork and the spirit of competition.  We also hope to help improve and develop the skills of all team members.  We do subscribe to the equal playing time philosophy, however students must have regular attendance, a good attitude and attend all practices in order to be allowed equal time.  Final determination of playing time would take into consideration the above and be up to the discretion of the coach.  During tournament time, ability of the player would also be taken into consideration in determining playing time.  Please remember that while winning is nice, these principles must come first in our program.
Civil Rights Compliance Non-Discrimination Policy

In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Higher Education Act of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act the laws of the Sate of Vermont, and the rules and regulations promulgated by the Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Secretary of Education, it is the policy of the Castleton-Hubbardton Union School District that no person will be discriminated against on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, creed, disability or handicap in admission to, access to, treatment in or employment in its programs and activities.  It is the intent of the District to ensure that students who are handicapped or disabled within the definition of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated and provided with appropriate educational services.  ( Policy #1440 adopted by the Castleton-Hubbardton Union School District #42, November 3,1993). The Principal of the Castleton Village School is responsible for compliance with these statues.  She can be reached by mail, P.O. Box 68 Castleton, VT 05735, or by phone: CVS 802 468-2203.

Checklist of Completed Paperwork Necessary Prior to Participating in Athletics:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Well Exam-Sports Participation Clearance Form
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student’s Code of Ethics

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Parent’s Code of Conduct

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Transportation/Bus Rules Agreement with Names: attachment 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Extra-Curricular Activity Permission and Medical Treatment Form

STUDENT ATHLETICS
Castleton Village School encourages eligible students to participate in any of the offered activities. Students may only participate in one sport per season. 
All students are academically eligible at the beginning of the school year. Any athlete receiving an “E” or an incomplete in a particular subject on a report card will be suspended from a team or activity until improvement is made.  Once progress reports indicate that all subjects are passing a student will be allowed to participate. A student must be in attendance at school by 9:00 a.m. in order to participate in any game, practice, or event.  Exceptions include doctor’s/dentist’s appointments, or other extraordinary situations granted by the administration. Castleton Village School does provide after school study help for those wanting help a homework club is available from 3:00-4:00 on assigned days.  Any student desiring help or support with academics, please call the school.


A winter athlete may elect to change activities once within the first two weeks, or five practices of the pre-season. After that time, the athlete must remain with the first selection, or forfeit participation for the season.  A fall or spring athlete may elect to change during the first week of three practices, of the pre-season.


All students are given a schedule of games.  Practice times are scheduled weekly and posted. Sometimes (because of weather, etc.), games/practices are changed or cancelled.  Again, students are notified and they need to communicate to parents. Parents need to make sure they have a schedule, and that your child knows (s)he needs to keep their family informed. 

All players and coaches travel by bus. Students are supervised on the bus by the coach, or other designated, responsible adult.  Students are NOT allowed to travel in any other fashion other than with his/her parents.  Friends may not travel with other parents under any circumstances. Please refer to policy #5130.2. Travel time depends upon the school being visited.  We make every attempt to begin games at the time noted on the schedule. Our schedule will note which team plays first and second.  However, this may change due to circumstances beyond our control.


Students are returned to the bus and travel home or as per Option #2 as described in the transportation policy.  It is imperative that parents arrange pick up at the school for their students. A phone is available for calling when students arrive back at school. 

Students are expected to exhibit exemplary behavior and to represent Castleton Village School’s goals and philosophy at all times.  This is expected on the bus while traveling to and from activities, while waiting to participate, in the locker room, and during participation.  Good sportsmanship, respect for the visited school’s property, and appropriate bus behavior is expected.  Violation or non-compliance for any of the above could result in loss of privilege to participate.

 MESSAGE TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS

The question is sometimes asked, how can I express a concern or problem?


We encourage parents (and students) to make us aware of any concerns.  We cannot address it if we are unaware.  The following outlines a procedure to follow to hopefully lead to a positive resolution.


The first recommended step is to contact the coach/advisor. (S) he can usually address most of the issues.  We encourage you not to try and speak to the coach immediately following a game.  It is very difficult for a coach to provide closure to the game and try to give you appropriate time to hear your concern.  Contact the school and make an appointment for the next day.  We realized that sometimes it is uncomfortable to speak with the coach/advisor for various reasons.  If that is the case, contact the athletic director, Mrs. Julie Finnegan, at 468-2203.   If it is not resolved, then an appointment can be made with the school administration, Mrs. Peltier.  If they are not able resolve the situation, the superintendent’s office should be contacted for a meeting and then perhaps the school board.


We want students and parents to feel comfortable and that their concerns are heard with action taken.  Our baseline is to always do what will benefit each child and the children as a team/group.  This is our ultimate goal.

The Standards for Athletics and Activities at Castleton Village School are outlined by Vermont Principal’s Association.  These guideline are available online, www.vpa.org, or by request at Castleton Village School. 
PLAYING TIME

Castleton Village School, administration, coaches and athletic directors believe that each activity should be managed in a manner which will reflect the school’s philosophy.  Granting members the opportunity to enhance their skills while promoting the team concept will be emphasized.

Playing time received by each player shall be determined by the athletic philosophy. Within this framework, all team members will be given meaningful opportunities to play or participate realizing winning each and every game might not be possible.  Tournament games may be coached differently than regular season game.
CHEMICAL HEALTH RULE

During the season of practice or play, a student shall not, regardless of the quantity, use or consume, possess, buy/sell or give away any beverage containing alcohol, marijuana or any controlled substance.  This includes the use of tobacco and smokeless tobacco as well.  Castleton Village School will follow School Board Policy regarding drug and alcohol abuse.  Violation of policy results in forfeiting the remainder of the sports season.
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPECTATIONS
1.
Return all required paperwork. Students must have had a well child checkup within one year.  


2.
Attendance at practices and games is very important and a criteria for playing time.  A good

 positive attitude and a willingness to work and follow directions are also expected.


3.
Players will be given schedules for practices and games.  Please make sure you give a copy
 of the schedule to your parents. Players are allowed to arrive at practice ten (10) minutes

 before the start.  Players will be admitted to the building at that time.  Players should NOT arrive early, or disrupt other practices.

4.
If you need a ride home after practice, please make arrangements before hand to be picked up promptly after the practice ends.  A telephone is available to call for rides home after games.

5.
Student participation will be governed by the eligibility policy and student behavior/conduct while at school or at any school sponsored function.
6.
Mouth guards will be required for all students except those in Cross Country and Golf.  Students are not allowed to wear any type of jewelry during practices or games.  This includes any parts of the body that have been pierced for jewelry.  Taping the jewelry is not an alternative to removal.
7.
Students are responsible for their personal property.  Do not bring valuables to games or practices, or leave them in a locker.

8.
Take care of your uniform by washing it after each game. A lost or damage uniform will have to be paid for or replaced.  A complete uniform is provided to each athlete.  The students must have and wear the complete assigned uniform to participate in the event. The athlete will not be allowed to substitute parts of the assigned uniform for personal ones.  If not complete, the athlete will forfeit participation in that game.
9.
Students will be bussed to all away games.  Everyone must follow the transportation policy.
10.
Students are required to remain in the designated classroom or playing area until it is time to load the bus and return home. The same applies to home games.  Appropriate, sportsmanlike behavior is required while not directly participating.  Athletes who are not participating should sit together in an area designated by the coach.
ADDISON RUTLAND SUPERVISORY UNION

TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM CO-CURRUCILUAR / EXTRA-CURRICULAR / ATHLETIC EVENTS

POLICY NUMBER 5130.2

The Castleton / Hubbardton School District believe that students should travel to and from co-curricular / extra-curricular and athletic events using school transportation.

The primary concern for the student’s transportation is ensuring the safety of the students and minimizing the school’s exposure for a possible negligence claim.

No student will be permitted to ride with any other adult, student, or to drive themselves to and from away activities.  All bus regulations will be followed.

Exceptions to this policy are as follows:

Students may be allowed to leave an event with their Parent / Guardian / Relative, (the parent / guardian needs to spell out, prior to the season or event, what relatives would be allowed to pick up their child / children).    There will be two options as to how this process will occur.  The School District will choose the option method at the start of each school year.

Option # 1:

· Any parent wishing to take their child / children home from an away event must submit written permission with verbal (phone) confirmation to the school by 12:00 (noon) the day of the event.  This written permission must indicate who will be taking the child / children home (the parent / guardian or a previously designated relative).

**Option # 2:

· Each coach will have a list of players / participants and each player / participant’s parent / legal guardian / relative.  (See Attachment A)

· Because the coach is responsible for witnessing the parent signing the player / participant list, parents / guardians / relatives will meet the coach after the event is completed.

· A parent / guardian / relative will sign for his / her child ONLY and then be able to take the student home.

No student will be permitted to ride with any other adult, student, or to drive themselves home from an away event.

The only other alternative to this policy would be for parents to waive their rights to utilize the transportation offered by the school district to and from events for the season.  In other words their child would not be allowed to ride on the bus to get to or from any away events for the entire season of that activity.  (See Attachment B)

Approved:  July 5, 2006

Castleton / Hubbardton School District

CASTLETON VILLAGE SCHOOL

P.O. Box 68, Castleton, VT   (802)468-2203

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTVITY PERMISSION AND MEDICAL TREATMENT FORM

In order to avoid problems with the treatment of injuries, which may happen to your child during practices, games or other extra-curricular activities, we need the following information:

Name of student:_____________________________________________________Grade:_________________________

If activity is a sport, date of last physical:_________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian names and address; ____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian phone numbers:  Home:___________________________________________   Work _______________
If you do not have a phone, or if we’re unable to reach you, please give us the name and phone number of someone we may call:  Name_________________________________________ Phone___________________

Name and phone number of family physician: Name______________________  Phone___________________

Please list emergency procedures to take in the event that we are unable to reach any of the persons listed above.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Does you child have any pre-existing medical conditions (asthma, diabetes, allergies, conditions covered by 504 or IEP plans, etc.___________________________________________________________________________

Is your child taking any medication?____________________________________________________________


If so, please list.______________________________________________________________________

Since this is an extra-curricular activity, please remember that it is the parent’s responsibility to contact coaches

regarding your child’s medical needs, (allergies, bee stings, asthma, etc.) and to provide coaches with instructions and medication which might be needed for emergency treatment, (Epi Pen, Asthmas inhaler, Benadryl, etc). 
I hereby give permission for​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________to participate in_______________________________




        Student’s name




     Sport/Activity

This authorizes her/him to participate in all practices, games and activities and to take trips associated with this activity.  I understand that I must arrange my child’s transportation home following games and practice sessions.

_____ I (we) have insurance which covers my child.  Name of insurance company________________________________







        
Policy number________________________________________

_____ I (we) do not have insurance.  We will pay for school insurance.

In the event that my daughter/son is injured and requires medical attention and the school or its agents are unable to reach me (us) or the persons listed above, I (we) hereby authorized the School or its agents to take my (our) son/daughter to a physician, physician’s assistant, medical center or hospital for treatment.  I further authorize the school to release relevant medical information contained in my child’s IEP or 504 Plan to the coach/advisor.

I agree to hold Castleton-Hubbardton Union School District #42 or its agents not liable and harmless for all expenses or condition, temporary or otherwise which may result from an accident or treatment for an accident.

The school does not assume financial responsibility for medical expenses.

I (we) further acknowledge that we or the insurance company named above are responsible for all expenses that may be associated with medical or hospital treatment.

_________________________________________________________


__________________________

Parent or Guardian’s Signature







Date

*Participating students are required to have a medical examination before participation as well as proof of accident insurance.

      

Student’s Code of Ethics

I hereby pledge to provide a positive attitude and be responsible for my participation in sports by following this pledge of ethics:
· I will encourage good sportsmanship from fellow players, coaches, officials, and parent at every game and practice.

· I will attend every practice and game that is reasonably possible and notify my coach if I cannot attend.

· I will expect to receive a fair amount of playing time.
· I will do my very best to listen and learn from my coaches.

· I will treat my coaches, other players and fans with respect regardless of race, sex, creed, or abilities and I will expect to be treated accordingly.

· I deserve to have fun during my sports experience and will alert parents or coaches if it stops being fun.

· I deserve to play in an environment that is free of drugs, tobacco, and alcohol and expect adults to refrain from their use at all sports events.

· I will encourage my parents to be involved with my team in some capacity because it’s important to me.

· I will remember that a sport is an opportunity to learn and have fun.

Parent’s Code of Conduct

It is the intention of this code to promote Fair Play and Respect for all participants within the Castleton –Hubbardton Union School District Athletics and Co-Curricular activities.  It is expected that all parents of student participants read and understand the Parent’s Code of Conduct and continue to observe and follow all the principles contained within the Code throughout the year.

· I will provide positive support for student athletes, coaches, officials and administration working with my child.
· I will do my best to make the sports and activities at CHUSD an enjoyable experience for all by being respectful to other parents, teams, coaches, and officials.

· I will respect officials, student athletes, coaches and administration at all sports/activity functions in connection with the Castleton-Hubbardton Schools.

· I will place the well being of the team/group ahead of any personal desires to win.
· I will refrain from using inappropriate language, illegal drugs/substances, alcohol, and tobacco at sports/activities/events in connection with Castleton-Hubbardton Schools.

· I agree that as a spectator I will be a positive supporter and be a responsible and respectful fan of the game/event hosted by Castleton-Hubbardton Schools.  The game/event is for students and not for adults.

· I agree to provide positive support, care, and encouragement for my child participating in sports/activities at Castleton-Hubbardton Schools.


We have read (or had this code of conduct read to me) and understand the above Code of Conduct.  I agree to abide by its guidelines at all team/event activities.  I understand that if I do not follow this Code of Conduct, I may be asked to leave the activity (event, game or practice) and may not be able to attend future events.
_______________________________________________

_______________

Student Signature






Date

________________________________________________
_________________

Parent/Guardian Signature





Date

Attachment A
Transportation / Bus Rules

Athletics/Co-Curricular
1. On bus trips, choose a seat and stay there. Do not switch seats while the bus is in motion.  Talking is permitted, but keep the volume respectful.  Use of personal music is permitted as long as others are not disturbed. (Be aware that the school cannot be liable for lost electrical equipment or music.)

2. After school or after game/event snacks are permissible on the bus but students are responsible for keeping the bus clean. This privilege will be eliminated if in the bus drivers` or coaches` opinion it has been abused.

3. See Policy # 5130.2 

4. Bus behavior by student participants is expected to be far better and more controlled than when coming and going to school.

Signature indicates having read and understood all the rules and expectations of Athletic and Co-curricular events. Failure to comply with any of these rules will result in diminished participation time in these events, or other disciplinary actions.

______________________________________

_________________________

Student Signature





Date

______________________________________

_________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature




Date

Co-Curricular / Extra Curricular Athletic Events Transportation Policy Sign Off

Taken from Policy #5130.2 

Students may only leave an event with one of the parent/guardian/relative that is listed below:

	Name of Relative
	Relationship to student

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Attachment B – Optional 

Signing this means that the school will NOT transport your child

WAIVE RIGHTS TO TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED BY SCHOOL 

DISTRICT FOR CO-CURRICULAR/EXTRA CURRICULAR/ATHLETIC EVENTS.

As described in Policy #5130.2, I ________________________________ have chosen






               Parent/Guardian
to waive my rights to utilize the transportation provided by the School District for

transporting my child TO and FROM all events during the current season for

_________________________.  I understand that signing this form means my child,

   Event

under no circumstances, will be allowed to utilize school transportation to get to or from any away events for the entire season of this activity.

I as the Parent/Guardian of________________________________take full 






Student (s)

responsibility for the transportation of this/these child(ren) To and From all events during the

season of the above mentioned activity.

_____________________________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian

_____________________________________

Date
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