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What a beautiful day! [image: image2.wmf]

Spring is in the air, the trees are green and everything is looking so fresh and new. Our students are preparing for the Science NECAP tests that will be administrated during the week of May 17th.  These are federally required assessments that are aligned with the Vermont Grade Level Expectations.  We are proud that our students continue to strive to do their best each and every day.  

 I am glad to report that the Middle School Is Cool Night went extremely well.  The students did an awesome job of sharing their work and enthusiasm with everyone that attended. There were student science projects, literacy projects, vocabulary programs, Scrabble, chess games, CPR demonstrations, sewing projects and lots of fun food for everyone. Everyone had a terrific time and the energy in the school was amazing. Our students were proud to share their love of learning with everyone.                                                           

On May 24th at 7pm please join us for an evening of music.  The band and chorus will be presenting their concert at CVS.   This program is a great way to celebrate what is right about our school and the beauty of spring.  

 We will be celebrating our 8th grade graduation on Tuesday, June 8th at 7 pm at the Castleton State College Fine Arts Center.  There will be a letter coming home within the next two weeks outlining all of the activities planned for the end of the school year. As always, please do not hesitate to contact the school with any questions or concerns.  









             Mrs. Peltier, Principal

Guidance[image: image3.wmf]
Our CVS 8th graders will be participating in the Science NECAPs this month.  Testing dates are scheduled for May 18, 19 & 20.  Please make sure that your child is here on time on those days so testing can begin as scheduled.  

As the end of the year quickly approaches, we at CVS are still planning for some transitions.  On June 11th, our current 7th graders will be 8th graders for an hour as they participate in move-up day.  This day also brings our future 7th graders to CVS from the elementary school. 

 This is a very busy, yet exciting time of year.  As always, if you have any questions or concerns please call me at the school.                   Ms. Ramey
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We will round out the year with completing the book.  This involves some more geometry, specifically, polyhedrons, transformations, and probability.

There will be more homework, quizzes, and tests, along with a final exam in early June. Thanks.





     Mr. DeMatties
Health Education[image: image5.wmf]
     
Seventh grade classes are involved in the Lifeskills unit which deals with drug information, communication skills and the national health standard about analyzing influences.  Students made mini-posters about an anti-drug message after we studied advertising influences.  Our next unit will be about HIV/AIDS and blood borne pathogens.
     
Eighth grade students are just about certified in CPR!  Mrs. Turgeon, our nurse, and Mrs. Clement and I worked with students on three different days to learn first aid for choking, CPR and using an AED.  We learned about these skills for both infants and adults.
     
Each student in eighth grade health studied a drug and are making posters using that information. They will teach the class about the drug they investigated.  We chose drugs that are found in Rutland County.  Our next unit will continue first aid and review how to deal with routine emergencies.  Our final unit of the year will be sexuality and reproduction.  

     
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at school.  

     Mrs.  Schoenfeld-Fox
Social Studies[image: image6.wmf]
Seventh graders have finished their curriculum for the year; they will have taken their final exam on May 3, 2010. However, I will see them for three days in the middle of the month due to the science NECAP testing with the eighth grade. This will be enough time to have them view and discuss the academy-award winning film Gandhi. 
The eighth graders will have a shortened marking period. I anticipate that there will be three tests (Manifest Destiny, Causes of the Civil War, the Civil War). In addition, the students will be writing a response to literature- they will listen to and read portions of the novel LYDDIE, a story set in 1840s Vermont and the mills of Lowell MA. Finally, working in pairs I would like students to research the life of Abraham Lincoln and create an informative poster display.      






 Mr. Doran
Cell Phones for Soldiers[image: image7.wmf]
We are still collecting old/broken/used cell phones for the Cell Phones for Soldiers’ program. At any time, please drop the phones off at the school office or give them to Mrs. Perron. Thanks to everyone, especially Mr. Garvey and Michaela G., for the 107 phones we were able to donate this year!!

Language arts 8[image: image8.wmf]
Eighth graders are finishing up The Wave by Todd Strasser with the creations of their own pages on our class wiki, Co-oper8. On each student page, he/she will write short answers and constructed responses to several posed questions, then choose one from three extended response prompts to write a formal portfolio piece in Word, then link it to the page when it is in final draft form. It is also expected that each of the students comments on at least five others’ pages. We will also begin some foundational skills in poetry soon. I have asked the students to bring in lyrics to their favorite songs (appropriateness noted) so we may work off of those for several exercises.

Vocab Rehab has gone 21st century! For the last round of VR in May, students have begun to use the computers for their word studies.


 








        Mrs. Perron

Grade 7 Language Arts[image: image9.wmf]
     Currently, seventh graders are exploring nonfiction writing.  We have read about and discussed many interesting topics, including environmental pollution, Neuromarketing, fast food, Facebook, and the current oil spill.  We are also examining the form and style of personal essays.  Students will soon be writing their own personal essay.  Seventh graders will be choosing one writing piece to edit, revise and submit as part of their final exam in language arts.  Towards the end of the month, we will begin reviewing for the other portions of the exam.  On another note, seventh graders will be taking the Gates – MacGinitie reading test on May 12th.  We are also nearing the end of our yearlong study of the roots, definitions, and functions of English words.   








       Mrs. Vickery
Spanish - Grade 8  [image: image10.png]



The eighth grade students will be reading a short novel entitled Pobre Ana.  The story provides the comprehensible input necessary for developing students’ active and passive vocabulary.  It also provides context for practicing the structures we have been learning as we prepare for the final exam.  Our discussions of the content increase fluency, accuracy and use of Spanish, and at the same time increase understanding of cultural differences and similarities.

 Grade 7

 
Grade 7 students will be working on writing and illustrating a “mad lib” as an entertaining way to review and use the subject verb agreement we have been working with these past weeks.  It is fun to hear their stories and gives them opportunities to speak and listen for meaning.              Mrs. Bean
Student Art Show  [image: image11.png]



I would like to congratulate two 7th grade students, Erika Loomis and Ryan Andrews, who had their art work picked for the Annual Student Art Show at the Chaffee Art center in Rutland. Rutland area schools participate in this show with around 300 student art pieces on display. The Opening Reception was Sunday, May 2 from 2-5pm and the show will continue until June 5, 2010.   The Chaffee hours are Wednesday-Saturday: 10-5 and Sunday: 12-4.                                                                                      Mrs. Loomis
VKAT Update[image: image12.wmf]
The members of the VKAT Team celebrated a successful year of continuing tobacco education through fun activities and personal growth with peer leadership.  The members:  Alex Caraballo,  Justin Colomb, Nick Croff,  George Drexel, Joel Galvin, Janelle Smith as 8th graders and Tyler Gammell,Danielle McLaughlin, Makayla Nakamura and Kevin Richer as our 7th graders did a wonderful job.  The students had a presentation at the Middle School is Cool evening and actually did double to triple duty helping out at other activities.  This is a very motivated group of young leaders. 

I thank the parents for allowing the students to go to the Castleton Deli for an end of the year pizza party.  It was a joy to me to just sit back and watch their socialization during the dinner.  I am very proud of their accomplishments and very proud they were also willing to share the extra pizza and ice cream with those who were at CVS setting up for the evening activities.  

I wish the 8th graders well at high school and hope they can connect with former VKAT members to organize an OVX (Our Voices Exposed) club.   I hope my current seventh grade students will find time to return to VKAT and encourage the new students to participate on our team.  All are welcome.            






 Mrs. McGann, Advisor
Math – Grade 8[image: image13.wmf]
During the month of May, eighth grade math students will be focusing on two areas.  In geometry we will be creating tessellations where the area of a shape is conserved even as the shape is transformed.  A guest presenter, Steve Matthews, will return again this year to help students create modular origami pieces.  On a sunny day we will move outside and perfect angle measurement through orienteering with directional compasses.  Our second area of study will be both theoretical and experimental probability.  By the end of the month students should begin assembling their final math portfolio and select their seven best problem solving pieces.

        Mrs. Fortier
Can Tab Celebration[image: image14.wmf]
Our can tab celebration was huge success, thanks to all of the participants that made it all possible.  The chain stretched from Main Street up Seminary Street past the front gates of Woodruff Hall towards the Coolidge Library.  We estimated the length to be over 1,000 feet.  A special thanks goes to Derek Corbett, one of the Shriners who accepted the tabs for the Shriners Hospital.  Remember to continue to save those can tabs throughout the summer for next year.  We will continue to collect the tabs. 
                      






 Mrs. Coombs

. 

Insect Repellent Use and Safety in Children[image: image15.wmf]
 When the warm weather arrived this week so did the biting insects. Remember insects thrive in warm, moist areas, and prefer dusk and dawn. Many students have complained of itchiness, rashes and insect bites already. The following is some information I hope you will find helpful.





 All insect repellents including those combination products with sunscreen should be used according to the labeled instructions. Insect repellents containing DEET should not be used in children under 2 months of age. Oil of eucalyptus products should not be used in children under 3 years of age. Read labels carefully, there should be no more than 5% DEET in insect repellents used on humans. When applying insect repellents to children, avoid applying the repellent to their hands, around their eyes, or to any areas where there are cuts or irritated skin. When using combination products with DEET and sunscreen, it may be necessary to reapply a sunscreen but the combination product should not be reapplied because repeated application may increase the potential toxic effects. Apply repellents only to exposed skin and clothing. After returning indoors, wash treated skin with soap and water, especially if using repellents repeatedly in a day or on consecutive days.                                         
                         Mrs. Turgeon
Class of 2011 Fundraising

Seventh grade parents have formed committees and have started fundraising.  The first fundraiser will be the cookie dough sales.  Kick off day was Wednesday, May 5th and ending May 18th.    Little Caesar’s Pizza starts Thursday, May 6th. All proceeds will go towards the Washington D.C. trip in 2011.  Next Washington meeting is Thursday, May 13th at 6:30 p.m. 
Lost & Found


Parents, is your child missing any jackets? T-shirts? Sweatshirts? Our lost and found box is overflowing with such items.  Please ask your child to check out the lost and found box before the end of the school year, or you can make arrangements to stop in and look for yourself.

May Calendar

May 12- Gates – MacGinitie reading test (7th & 8th grade)

May 13-DC Parent Meeting @ 6:30

May 18, 19 & 20-Science NECAP Testing


May 21- ½ In-service

May 24-Spring Concert (1:00 & 7:00)

May 26-Progress reports mailed home



May 27-CVS Memorial Program 

May 31-No School Memorial Day   
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Spring Concert Information[image: image17.png]



On Monday, May 24, 2010, the Village School Concert Band, Jazz Band and Village School Select Chorus will perform their concert at 7:00 pm. Parents, friends and family are invited to attend the evening performance. Student performers are asked to be at the Village School by 6:45 pm.  School dress rehearsal 1:00 pm.
Evening Concert Dress – Young men – Shirt, tie, pants and shoes. Young women, Dress or Blouse and skirt or blouse and slacks, shoes. Please avoid jeans, sneakers and heels over 1 inch in height.
*Chorus Credit:  Participation is part of the Performing Arts Chorus Grade.

*Absentees:  Students unable to participate are asked to bring a parent’s written excuse to the office by Monday, May 24th.  Students with unexcused absences will be asked to complete a worksheet.       Mrs. LaPlaca & Mr. Fenton
FYI:  The Castleton Elementary School Concert featuring Grade 5 Beginning and Grade 6 Continuing Bands is scheduled for Thursday, May 20, 2010. The concert will begin at 7:00 pm. and is part of Castleton Elementary School's "An Evening of the Arts" program. Parents, friends and family are encouraged to view our student's art work, displayed throughout the hallways, before and after the concert. Band students are asked to be at their pre-concert location (Mrs. Lucci's room) by 6:45 pm.  

Parade[image: image18.wmf]
On Saturday, May 29, 2010 the combined Village School Band, the Grade 6 Continuing Band and select Grade 5 Beginning Band students will March in the Castleton Memorial Day Parade. Students should report to the back lot of the Village School by 8:30 am for assembly and marching practice. From there we walk to the parade kick-off at the old drive-in (Morton Buildings). The parade Starts at 10:00 am and proceeds down Main Street (Rte 4) in Castleton to the Hill Side Cemetery. The parade will conclude there after a brief ceremony and speeches by the members and representatives of the American Legion post 50. After the parade, marchers and parents are invited to attend a luncheon at the post. Parents will pick up students in the cemetery at approximately 11:30 am. Students are asked to remain in their respective groups until the end of the ceremony. 

Parade Dress – Band T-Shirt and Jeans or Shorts (if it’s warm enough).
You can find these dates again on Mr. Fenton’s Band page at 

http://www.castletonschools.org/staff/band/
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