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Washington   NEWS
The itinerary is almost complete.  A mandatory meeting with all eighth grade students and their parents will take place on Wednesday, February 24th at 6:00 pm.  At this time chaperones will have their pictures taken for their ID cards.
Message from the Principal Mrs. Peltier
It is hard to believe that it is already part way through February.  Our students are actively involved in so many different activities.  We currently have the Life Time Activities, basketball, art club, Girl Scouts, chess club, band, GeoBee, student council, VKAT, puzzle club, drama and so many other events taking place.  And in addition they continue to do well in their academics.  We had many students make honor roll this last marking period.  This is quite an accomplishment.  We continue to offer homework club for those students who wish to have some extra help and time in completing those projects. 
We have been working on making the necessary arrangements for our 8th grade trip to Washington, DC and are planning a parent meeting for Wednesday, February 24th at 6pm to review the guidelines for the trip.  The bus will leave on March 24th for our nation’s capital.
Community service continues to be a focus here at Castleton Village School.  Our students need to complete ten hours of service each year.  Students are involved in a variety of types of community service.  Helping with the town library, assisting at a senior center dinner, or working at a sports event for younger children.  There are many ways to meet the requirement of the ten hours.  If your student has any concerns about completing the requirement, please let their TA teachers know. There is a bulletin board in the main hallway that has some ideas for community service.
Again, if there is a time that you have some questions or concerns about your child’s success here at school, please do not hesitate to contact the school.  

                                                                                                    
From the Guidance office:

The CVS seventh graders are scheduled to attend an all-day college/career day at Castleton State College on Tuesday February 23, 2010 (with a snow date of Wednesday February 24, 2010).  The day is set to include campus tours, guest speakers and activities focusing on college and career awareness.  Lunch is to be served on the CSC campus (pizza), but students are also welcome to bring their own lunches if they prefer.  If anything changes in regard to the day’s events, I will notify the students at school.

I have received applications for the Green Mountain Conservation Camp for the summer of 2010.  If your child is interested, please have him/her stop by my office to pick up a form.  Admission for the camps is on a first come, first served basis.  Also the Castleton Lions Club will contribute to the payment for students interested in attending.  The Lions Club contribution is also on a first come, first served basis.

I was very pleased to hear such positive feedback regarding our 8th graders’ trips to Stafford Technical Center.  The students reported that they truly enjoyed themselves and the staff at STC commented on how wonderful our students are.  I look forward to continuing these trips with future 8th graders. 

8th grade students and parents:  Information from FHU
Representatives from the FHU Guidance Department are scheduled to hold an open house for the district 8th graders and their parents on Thursday March 11, 2010.  This is to include all four sending schools.  They will be discussing (among other things) graduation requirements, the teacher recommendation forms and high school teacher expectations.  During the evening students and parents will also be able to walk through the school and meet high school teachers.   The time of the open house has yet to be determined.  We will notify the students as soon as we know.

Around this same time, students will be receiving the FHU Program of Studies to review with you prior to the time that your child registers for his/her high school classes.  Registering will take place the week of March 15, 2010.  We do not have a definite date as of yet.  Please look for notices about this so that you can call CVS to schedule an appointment with your child’s FHU counselor.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me at the school.                                                                                   Ms. Ramey
Social Studies
Eighth Grade students are studying our national government, concentrating on the roles each of the three branches plays in the governance of our country. They will choose a topic from our Constitution to research, use and cite three sources, take careful notes, and share their findings with classmates. The final paper is due Wednesday, February 24, 2010.  This unit should give students a good understanding of the workings of our officials as the students will be departing soon for the class trip to Washington, D.C. Other units of study in this marking period include our Early Presidents, the Louisiana Purchase, the War of 1812, and the Age of Andrew Jackson.
                                                                                                                          Mr. Doran
Art News

Five Castleton students’ artwork reflecting Vermont Seasons have been selected by the Greater Asian Studies Project (GRASP) Committee.  The following students’ art will be on display at the West Rutland Town Hall February 3 from 2:00 – 8:00 pm before they are sent to Lijiang, China with 45 other Rutland area students’ artwork.  The GRASP will be distributing artwork from students in Lijiang to the participating schools as part of this exchange:

Congratulations to:  Michaela Garvey & Katherine Rampone, Grade 8, Peter Bauman & Makayla Ferguson-Reid, Grade 7.                                    Mrs. Loomis     
Math – Grade 7  
Students in blocks two and three will continue to work with proportionality concepts.  Scale factors and similarity are two topics that we will explore.  These will help us to make indirect measurements of distances that are difficult to directly measure.  This might include the height of a tree, building, ceiling, flagpole, or the depth of a canyon or hole, or the span of a body of water.  By the end of February, we shall move to studying percents.

Those in block four are beginning a geometry unit which will include lines and angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, and other polygons.  We will also look at symmetry and transformations of figures.                                           Mr. DeMatties
Lifetime Activity Program

 
  We are starting the second session of the Lifetime Activity Program.  The skiers and boarders will continue on the mountain.  We are also offering ice skating, bowling, rock climbing, Fair Haven fitness, ice fishing, and fun in winter, cake decorating, hydro fit/swimming and woodworking. Students from Castleton State College will be helping with various programs for the first two weeks.  The program will wrap up on February 26th.

 

Physical Education

  
 In addition to the Lifetime Activities Program we are working on fitness activities.  Groups have created warm-up activities and we are striving to gain muscle strength and endurance, flexibility and aerobic capacity before our spring fitness tests.  Remember that students need to change each Tuesday and have sneakers for each Friday until March.

 

Health Education

   
We have started the second semester classes and are beginning with some communication skills.  Seventh grade will go into a unit on harassment, sexual harassment and cyber bullying.  Mr. Kyhill will visit our class to explain some of the latest techniques to stay safe.  

   
 Eighth grade classes will take a look at emotional health and how to manage stress in their lives.  Something we all can use!  If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at school.                Mrs. Schoenfeld-Fox
  

VKAT NEWS

On Wednesday, January 27th, three members of the CVS VKAT team traveled to Montpelier for State Day.  The students representing CVS were Danielle McLaughlin 7th grade, Alex Caraballo and Joel Galvin from the 8th grade.  We traveled with Orwell to Montpelier and met at the Main Street Middle School where we were served breakfast and listened to two keynote speakers.  The speakers were Representative Bill Frank from Chittenden County and Rebecca Ryan, the director of Health Communications and Policy for the American Lung Association.  Castleton was the second school in the parade to march to the State House.  We were led by the VKAT Dragon by the Colchester Students and the drum corp from Martre Christi School.  The students sat in the legislative chambers and were addressed by both Lt. Governor Brian Dubie and Governor Jim Douglas.  The students were able to address questions to both gentlemen.  Five schools were selected to give Tobacco presentations and CVS was the second to present.  The students presented their upcoming Kick Butts Week project “Going Bananas”.  This was well received by all and complimented by Eoana Sturgis from the Vermont Department of Health. 

VKAT is looking for more 7th grade students to join our ranks to assist with a brief presentation to the 6th grade students in March.  Danielle McLaughlin will be leading up a small project as requested by Representative Frank.  As soon as she has her project together and meets approval from Mrs. Peltier, we will begin.  Again, we would love to encourage any 7th grade students to join us to assist with carry over for next year.

Mrs. McGann
Nurse Information

  
It’s natural to think about the color red and affairs of the heart during February. Our school is participating in Wear Red Day on Friday, February 5, 2010. This is a part of the GO RED FOR WOMEN goal which is geared to help women learn to live longer and healthier lives. One in every 3 female deaths in the US is due to cardiovascular disease (maybe even someone you know.) The teachers and students are encouraged to wear red and eat heart smart foods in school that day to support the cause. Please  join us in wearing red and eating especially heart healthy (low fat, high fiber foods) on this day where ever you are, and if possible make a donation to the American Heart Association to support research and educational programs.  Heart healthy habits … you bet your life they’re worth it !! Ladies of all ages, it’s never too late to start. 
Thanking you in advance for your participation.  I wish you a healthy heart and Happy Valentine’s Day !!                                                 Mrs. Turgeon 
Yearbooks

Don’t be disappointed at delivery time.  Order your yearbook today.  The cost is $15.00.  

Language arts 8

For the past month, eighth graders have been exploring similarities, differences, and point of view in fables, myths, legends, folk tales, and fairy tales. Right now, we are in the process of completing our final project in the form of a portfolio piece, the narrative, but it is in a unique form. I can’t let any of the surprise eek out yet, but your eighth graders will be able to share their work with you very soon! We will continue our time in the computer room the week before vacation, researching sites in Washington, D.C. that the class may or will be visiting in less than two months. This is not a typical research project, however. It, too, is innovative and exciting!                         Mrs.  Perron
Grade 7 Language Arts

    
 Seventh graders are working hard on researching the Elizabethan Era to compliment our study of Shakespeare.  Students are uncovering many interesting details about life in Shakespeare’s England, including some very strange recipes and clothing that looks nothing short of uncomfortable! As part of our research work, seventh graders are practicing outlining and bibliography skills.  Students are beginning to write their web pages, which we will be publishing on our class wiki soon.  This will allow for sharing of information so everyone gets a well-rounded picture of Elizabethan England.  On another note, seventh graders are continuing to learn about the relationship between the parts of words (prefixes and roots), Latin and Greek derivations, and word meaning.  Students are also practicing parts of speech and word forms, including changing nouns into adjectives and verbs.                            Mrs. Vickery

Science                 

           We are continuing with our new Holt Life Science in seventh grade and exploring cells. This week we have observed cell in various stages of cell division. Using a microscope is new for many students. They have been observing plant and animal cells, and even observing the cytoplasm of cells move. We will be moving onto heredity and earth history.          Mr. Blodgett
                                                                                                     
Mrs. Coombs’ TA is beginning to string the can tabs for the Shriners Hospital.  We are looking forward to our celebration in May when we combine our chain with the Castleton State College students’ chain and stretch it from the end of Seminary Street up to the college.  We will keep you updated on the details.  Remember to save those tabs and send them into school with your child.  We will also be planning a bake sale for the Washington, D.C. trip for the seventh graders on Election Day, the first Tuesday of March.  Notices will be sent home with your student.  Again, thank you for all your support.
 

Math – Grade 8
Students will be studying geometry topics and measurement, especially converting within the US Customary system and within the metric system.  Students have completed their oral reports and posters on math topics or famous mathematicians.  Please view their posters which are hanging in the hallways.                                                                                         Mrs. Fortier
Spanish - Grade 7
As we continue our unit about activities, we are also learning about adjectives that describe personalities and the use of the irregular verb SER (to be). 

We will also create some funny stories with a mad lib. The students can then exchange stories and created cartoons to illustrate their partner’s work, as well as show understanding of the story.

Grade 8

Grade 8 students have been working with many different verbs: regular, irregular and stem changing, as well as possessive adjectives and other new vocabulary.  They will soon be working on a “Quilt “poster project in the process of which they will increase their understanding of culture by applying them to the culture of family.   





  Mrs. Bean
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Fourth marking period progress reports will be sent home on Wednesday, February 24th.
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Vacation Break February 15-29, 2010
Skis Needed                                                                                                        

Do you have cross country skis that are not being used any more? We could use some at Castleton Village School, if we ever get snow. We have very few in the 180 - 195 cm range. If you have skis to donate, please call Dave Blodgett at 468-2203, ext. 2114.

FYI:     There are still openings in this summer’s Hayes Foundation camp.

VIKINGS: WHEN LONGBOATS SAILED.  It’s an affordable two-week overnight camp for motivated kids ages 9-15, on beautiful Elfin Lake in Wallingford, June 27 to July 8.  Campers will delve into Viking life and lore, swimming, games, campfires, songs, great food and new friends.  Financial aid is available.
Program description and applications at www.thehayesfoundation.org
More information by phone at 492-6119
